Radiology of the Respiratory System. By C Flower. (Pp 122, Illustrated. £5.95).
Lancaster: MTP Press, 1981. This book has to be held horizontally in view of the direction of print necessitated by the 'size of the figures. The standard of reproduction of the radiographs is limited by the paper quality but is in most cases satisfactory. Apart from these problems, my overall impression of this book is that it will be of great benefit to all interested in respiratory radiology. As This is a difficult combination of subjects to deal with in one small book and there is a tendency to concentrate on some aspects at the expense of others, e.g. there are 9 lines on pneumococcal pneumonia against 37 for mycoplasma pneumonia. This must imply that another text book has been read. Tuberculosis is very well dealt with, however, as is the section on tumours.
Airways Obstruction. By DM Geddes. (Pp 92, Illustrated. £5.95). Lancaster: MTP Press, 1981.
Most will learn something from this book especially with regard to the inter-relationships between the different aetiologies. Dr Geddes also takes a common sense approach to therapy. If the other books in the series have been read, then there is probably too much repetitive physiology which with different diagrams may lead to confusion. Incidentally, it only briefly deals the thorny problem of long term oxygen therapy. This is an adequate summary of the major conditions causing this problem. Although valuable for general knowledge, much of the respiratory information has been padded by non-respiratory aspects of systemic diseases, e.g. 6 per cent of the book is on non-respiratory sarcoidosis.
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